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open to a citizen to do without some article altogether
rather than pay too high a price for it. Either you
must levy on articles of necessity or on articles of
luxury. If you put too heavy a tax upon articles of
luxury, most people will go without them and save
their money. If you put too heavy a tax on articles of
necessity, as on food, for instance, a great many people
will starve and die, or else there will be an uprising in the
land. Many of England's greatest troubles, after the
peace that followed on the fall of Napoleon, were caused
by the struggles of men whom the fear of starvation
had driven into insurrection. Such systems of taxa-
tion, if pressed too far, would have helped to bring
about a revolution in England, as they had already
done in France. Canning and Huskisson set them-
selves to reduce this hideous financial chaos into
order; and to establish something like a scientific
principle, a sound economic principle, in the arrange-
ments of taxation.

Canning and Huskisson were close friends; they
had come into political life and into power about the
same time; they both, alike, could see beyond the
economics of their age ; they were both alike hated
and denounced because they had made their way into
high ministerial office by the force of intellect and
capacity, without family influence and without Royal
patronage. Pluskisson, as well as Canning, was
commonly called an adventurer by his political
enemies, simply because, although he came of a good
family, he had not had aristocratic patronage or
Court favour to help him on his way. These two
men, then, worked together ; and had many a trying